
End of KS2 National Curriculum 
Assessments

Information for parents



End of KS2 National Curriculum 
Assessments

Overview of maths, reading and GPS papers

What we are doing in school

What support can be given from home

How writing is assessed

The timetable for the week of the 
assessments



Key information…

SATS Week – 11th May 2020

The tests will result in a final score that is 
given as a scaled score for each subject; the 
range of scaled scores available for each KS2 
test is between 80 and 120. 

A scaled score of 100 will always represent the 
expected standard on the test.



Test papers

Arithmetic- 40 marks

Reasoning paper- 35 marks

Reasoning paper 2- 35 marks

All 3 papers assess different year group 
objectives from Years 3 to 6. 

Mathematics



To achieve the expected standard in 
mathematics pupils need to: 

• Be competent in their number skills and use formal 
written calculation methods

• Secure their understanding of fractions, decimals and 
percentages 

• See connections and relationships between numbers 
and calculations

• Be confident in answering multi-step ‘show your 
method’ questions

• Demonstrate good problem and reasoning skills to 
solve a variety of problem-solving questions

• Understand mathematical terminology and know key 
mathematical facts to recall and use



Arithmetic paper
36 questions in 30 minutes.







Reasoning papers-
40 minutes each

Start simply and work up to more demanding 
questions 

At Key Stage 2 there is no significant 
difference between Papers 2 and 3 in terms of 
either content or demand



Sample Questions



Sample Questions



Sample Questions



Understanding mathematical 
terminology and knowing key facts



What are we doing?
 Fluent in Five – developing both written methods 

and mental maths strategies 
 Extra maths sessions focusing on building 

confidence and revisiting skills previously taught
 Teaching mathematics in a way which is designed 

to develop conceptual understanding using 
concrete and pictorial representations

Modelling how to break down multi-step 
problems into a series of mini-calculations

 Revisiting key mathematical facts and terms from 
across KS2 not just Year 6



What can you do to support at home?

 Keep practising the tables and number bonds to 20.

 Try and get some maths into real life- 2 kilos of 
potatoes? How many grams is that?

Do not panic when it’s not the way you learned how to 
do it. Progression of skills and Calculation policy 
documents are available on the school website. 

 Join us at homework club 



Reading
1 hour 

There are 3 texts to read
The texts are often a mix of fiction, non-fiction and 

poetry
Retrieval, inference and evaluative questions
 3 mark questions require children to find evidence 

and give explanation and reasons to support their 
answer



Key skills required of the children 

The Year 6 reader is expected to be able to do the following:
• explain the meaning of words in context.
• retrieve and record information from fiction and non-fiction 

texts 
• summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph. 
• make inferences from the text and justify inferences with 

evidence from the text. 
• predict what might happen from details stated and implied. 

• identify / explain how information / narrative content is 
related and contributes to meaning as a whole. 

• identify / explain how meaning is enhanced through author’s 
choice of words and phrases. 

• make comparisons within the text.



Give/explain the meaning of 
words in context



Retrieve and record information 



Summarise main ideas from more than 
one paragraph



Make inferences from the text



What are we doing?

 Book Talk

 Teaching techniques such as how to answer the 3-mark 
question

 Skimming and scanning

 Discussion about texts – Class read, Book Talk, 
individual readers

 Your child is encouraged to read independently and to 
change books regularly – appropriate texts are 
recommended

 DEAR time



What can you do to support at home?

 Encourage your child to read a range of fiction, non-fiction 
and poetry.

 Discuss what your child is reading with them, asking them to 
share what they enjoy. Ask them to summarise what they 
have read. 

 Keep a regular record of reading in your child's Reading 
Journal and encourage your child to independently update 
this on a regular basis.

 Join us at Homework Club



Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling
45 Minutes

• Spelling test - 20 marks 

• Grammar - 50 marks 

• Spelling rules and common exception word lists

• Accuracy of spelling is extremely important. Verb 
forms, contractions, prefixes, suffixes and plurals 
must be spelt correctly



Terminology



Grammar



Punctuation 



Vocabulary



What are we doing?

GPS is interwoven into Literacy lessons as we 
look at high-quality texts

Spelling sessions using RWInc where we 
explicitly teach spelling rules

Children’s use of grammar, punctuation and 
spelling is a focus when marking their writing

Homework club!



What can you do to support at home?

Discuss author’s choice of vocabulary when 
reading

Help children find the meaning of new words 
and their word class

Try to address any grammatical errors when 
talking with your child



Writing

There are no writing assessments

Teachers assess whether or not the children’s 
writing is at the expected level by looking at 
their work from throughout the year

External moderation of 25% of schools 
validates teacher assessment



Format for the week beginning 
11th May 2020

Tests will take place in the children’s 
classrooms 

In some cases, individuals or small groups of 
children who are entitled to additional 
support, such as a reader or prompt, will take 
the tests in a separate room

Each day will begin with breakfast club!



Timetable


